
Fall Time is Furnace Tune-Up Time! 

Inside... 

  The first day of fall is in September!  With that in mind, it’s time to think 

about how you’re going to keep warm this winter without breaking the bank. 

 Whether you have a heat pump, gas, electric or propane furnace, it’s      

important to have it checked and tuned up for the heating season. Your heating 

equipment has been sitting dormant for several months and by having your   

equipment tuned-up, before you actually need it, can help save you hundreds in 

unnecessary repair bills. 

 Many people that wait until the cold hits find that their equipment fails at 

the most crucial time. A tune-up can prevent the failure of your equipment and 

catch many other problems which can result in expensive repairs. 

 Lack of maintenance could result in a crack developing in your heat       

exchanger in a gas or propane furnace which results in carbon monoxide being 

pumped into your home.  A dangerous occurrence that happens much too          

frequently due to furnace neglect. 

 A tune-up will also help in finding a break in the electrical elements in 

your furnace that could cause a fire.  A leak in your heat pump could lead to a 

break down in your compressor and reversing valve which could destroy the most 

important and expensive parts of your unit.   

 

 Call Norstar today to schedule your furnace tune-up! 

What You Can Expect From Our 

Tune-Ups 

Check operation of safety limit controls 

Clean and inspect blower assembly 

Lubricate blower motor and bearings as required 

Check blower speed and operation 

Check pressure switches and vent blower 

Inspect and clean burners 

Examine vent connector and inspect venting system 

Check and adjust pilot light 

Check and clean flame sensor 

Check fan belts 

Check gas piping to the furnace 

Check air filter(s) 

 

Clean equipment interior 

Clean out drain lines 

Check and adjust manifold gas pressure 

Ensure combustion and ventilation  

adequacy 

Inspect heat exchanger for any cracks 

Check carbon monoxide levels 

Check all wiring and electrical         

connections 

Clean equipment exterior 

Check thermostat and calibrate if     

necessary 
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Importance of Cleaning Your Dryer Vent 
 Proper dryer venting is much more important than most homeowners realize. Considering the stakes involved and the 

frequency of residential dryer fires, the topic of dryer venting deserves more attention than it gets.  

 A quick look behind just about any dryer can be illuminating. In most cases, the flexible duct (transition hose) is going to 

have multiple bends. In situations that can be very dangerous, the exhaust hose can be crushed against the wall.  Add lost socks, 

an empty fabric softener box and a considerable accumulation of lint dust and this very real fire hazard becomes obvious.                                                                                                                                      

 All this is before looking inside the wall or at the exhaust system's outside termination. Inside the wall, long duct runs 

with many elbows increase the rate of lint accumulation in the duct and in the dryer itself. Inefficient dryer vent terminations that 

are all too common also contribute to the problem.                                                                                                                                       

 While we strongly recommend that the lint screen be cleaned before every load, the fact is that lint still makes it past the 

filter.  There are many reasons lint builds up in every dryer system. Some you can see. Some you can't. 

Five Conditions That Promote Lint Build-Up In Your Dryers' Exhaust Duct 

Duct Run May Be Restrictive or Excessive 
 New construction trends are placing laundry rooms in nontraditional areas of the house, fur-

ther away from exterior walls than in the past. These locations require longer dryer duct runs and more 

elbow fittings in order to reach an outside wall.  

Bird and Rodent Nests in the Vent Hood 
 Check your vent hood.  Birds, rodents and insects like to build nests within the exterior         

termination hood.  

Flex Hose Crushed or Kinked Excessively 
 The transition hose behind the dryer tends to get crushed or kinked excessively when the 

dryer is moved back, either inadvertently or by vibration. This kink or partial blockage drastically 

reduces the unit’s ability to efficiently vent the air.  

Vent Hood with Screen-Like Features 
 It's not uncommon to find an exhaust termination hood or vent that is not specifically for 

dryer venting or that has some sort of lint catching grill or screen feature. Even so, dryer specific vent 

hoods require an inspection and regular cleaning, as they too get debris buildup.  

Condensation within the Conduit Duct 
 Running the exhaust system through an un-insulated area like a crawl space or attic in cold 

northern regions may cause condensation within the pipe. Wet surfaces within the pipe attract and 

promote accumulation of lint to the duct walls.  
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 A clean, unobstructed dryer vent improves the safety and efficiency of your 

dryer.  As the dryer vent becomes obstructed and filled with lint, drying time increases 

and causes the dryer itself to overheat.  Likewise, this prevents the adequate removal of 

air and moisture from the dryer, and a typical 40 minute cycle turns into an hour and 40 

minute cycle, resulting in a waste of energy, additional clothes fibers lost and the    

frightening possibility of a fire. Clothes dryers are one of the most expensive appliances 

in your home to operate. The longer they run, the more money they cost you.                    

 Problems from clogged dryer vents can be prevented. Regularly check the    

inside of the dryer and the dryer exhaust system vents.  When was the last time you had 

your dryer vent cleaned out?  Give Norstar a call and we will be happy to come out 

and clean your vent for you! 

In addition to the danger 

of fire, clogged dryer 

vents prolong drying time. 

This wastes energy and 

helps contribute to even 

more lint buildup.  

We are joining the technology wave!!  By joining our text club 

you will be privy to special deals and coupons available only to 

those in the text club!  It’s easy to join! 

 

Text HEAT to 36000 

 

You are then signed up and any time you receive a text you 

wish to take advantage of, just show your technician the text!  

Easy as that! 

TEXT 

HEAT TO 

36000 
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www.norstarhvac.com 

Visit Us in Two Locations! 
4788 McFarland Ct.                     

McFarland, WI 53558                      

608-273-4200 

 

122 North 2nd St.                                

Rockford, IL 61107                           

815-398-1969 

 The first day of Fall this year is Friday, September 23.  Many of us love fall and how could you 

not?  With the leaves changing colors, the assortment of pumpkins on everyone’s doorstep, the creative 

costumes children and adults come up with and that wonderful crisp air that fall brings.   

 

Fun Facts About Fall 
 

Fall days become shorter & many plants stop making food. That is when 

the green chlorophyll starts to disappear from the leaves.  

The leave colors red, yellow & brown are in the leaves all year long & only 

become exposed when the green chlorophyll disappears in the fall.  

Most leaves fall from trees because the ends of the branch are sealed off 

near the leaf stem to protect the tree through the long winter months  

“Autumn Equinox,” Equinox, which means "equal night" refers to a time 

when the length of day and night are equal.  So on September 23, there will be exactly 12 hours of 

daylight and 12 hours of darkness. 

Six months of darkness begin at the North Pole and 6 months of daylight begin at the South Pole. 

The direct rays of the sun are at the equator. 

The sun rises due east and sets due west. 

If you catch a falling leaf on the first day of autumn, you will not catch a cold all winter!! 

 -Ok...so this isn’t a fact, more a superstition but still fun to try!  

 
 


